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Abstrak

Penelitian ini mengeksplorasi kontribusi klausa independen dan dependen terhadap
efektivitas dan kejelasan struktur kalimat dalam bahasa Inggris, serta dampaknya dalam
meningkatkan kompetensi komunikasi. Dengan menggunakan pendekatan penelitian
kualitatif, investigasi ini mendalami peran fundamental dari jenis klausa ini dalam konstruksi
kalimat. Klausa independen, yang dapat berdiri sendiri sebagai kalimat lengkap, dan klausa
dependen, yang bergantung pada klausa independen untuk kelengkapan tata bahasa,
adalah unit linguistik esensial yang memungkinkan ekspresi ide-ide kompleks dan
meningkatkan efektivitas komunikasi. Melalui analisis mendalam dari berbagai contoh
kalimat, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan bagaimana berbagai jenis klausa
berkontribusi pada struktur dan makna keseluruhan kalimat, serta menunjukkan kemampuan
mereka dalam membentuk berbagai jenis kalimat mulai dari pernyataan sederhana hingga
struktur kompleks. Memahami interaksi antara klausa independen dan dependen sangat
penting bagi pendidik, ahli bahasa, dan pembelajar bahasa, menawarkan wawasan
berharga tentang dasar-dasar tata bahasa yang mendasari komunikasi yang efektif dalam
bahasa Inggris. Temuan penelitian ini menyoroti pentingnya menguasai penggunaan klausa
dalam meningkatkan kejelasan, kualitas tulisan, keterampilan pemahaman, dan fleksibilitas
dalam konstruksi kalimat. Dengan memeriksa peran klausa dan penggunaan konjungsi
subordinat, studi ini memberikan pemahaman komprehensif tentang bagaimana elemen-
elemen ini berkontribusi pada kekayaan dan kedalaman struktur kalimat bahasa Inggris,
yang pada akhirnya meningkatkan kompetensi komunikasi.

Kata Kunci: Klausa, Klausa Independen, Klausa Dependen, Konjungsi Bawahan
Abstract

This study explores the contributions of independent and dependent clauses to the
effectiveness and clarity of English sentence structures, examining their impact on enhancing
communicative competence. Employing a qualitative research approach, the investigation
delves into the fundamental roles of these clause types within sentence construction.
Independent clauses, which can stand alone as complete sentences, and dependent
clauses, which rely on independent clauses for grammatical completeness, are essential
linguistic units that enable the expression of complex ideas and enhance communicative
efficacy. Through an in-depth analysis of various sentence examples, the research aims to
elucidate how different clause types contribute to the overall structure and meaning of
sentences, demonstrating their ability to construct diverse sentence types ranging from
simple statements to complex structures. Understanding the interplay between independent
and dependent clauses is crucial for educators, linguists, and language learners, offering
valuable insights into the grammatical foundations that underpin effective communication in
English.The findings highlight the significance of mastering clause usage in enhancing
clarity, writing quality, comprehension skills, and versatility in sentence construction. By
examining the roles of clauses and the use of subordinating conjunctions, the study provides
a comprehensive understanding of how these elements contribute to the richness and depth
of English sentence structures, ultimately fostering improved communicative competence.
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INTRODUCTIONS

Imagine constructing a magnificent building without understanding the fundamental
properties of bricks and mortar. Similarly, attempting to master the English language without
grasping the intricacies of clauses would be an exercise in futility. Clauses, the cornerstones
of English sentence structure, are not merely grammatical concepts but powerful tools that
enable us to express complex ideas with precision and elegance (Quirk et al., 1985: 987).
At its core, the English language is a tapestry woven from two primary types of clauses:
main (independent) clauses and subordinate (dependent) clauses (Huddleston & Pullum,
2002: 43). These linguistic building blocks, when skillfully combined, can transform simple
ideas into sophisticated expressions, much like how a painter blends colors to create a
masterpiece.

Main clauses, the robust pillars of sentence construction, possess the remarkable
ability to stand alone, confidently expressing complete thoughts (Crystal, 2003: 86). They are
the linguistic equivalent of a soloist, capable of captivating an audience without
accompaniment. In contrast, subordinate clauses play a supporting role, reminiscent of
backup singers who enhance the performance but cannot carry the show alone (Greenbaum
& Nelson, 2002: 124). The magic happens when these clause types intertwine, often through
the clever use of subordinating conjunctions. These linguistic connectors act as the
conductors of our grammatical orchestra, directing the flow of ideas and establishing
relationships between clauses (Aarts, 2011: 78). It's this interplay that allows writers to craft
sentences that not only convey information but also evoke emotions and paint vivid mental
pictures. Consider the words of renowned linguist Steven Pinker (1994: 116), who likens
language to "a window into human nature." In this context, clauses serve as the panes of that
window, each offering a unique perspective on the thoughts and experiences we wish to
share. By mastering the art of clause manipulation, writers can adjust the clarity, tint, and
focus of their linguistic window, allowing readers to perceive their ideas with unprecedented
clarity.

The importance of understanding clauses extends far beyond academic pursuits. In
our increasingly connected world, where digital communication reigns supreme, the ability to
articulate thoughts clearly and concisely has never been more crucial. As noted by Celce-
Murcia and Larsen- Freeman (1999: 315), "A writer's ability to manipulate different clause
types contributes significantly to the clarity, coherence, and sophistication of their written
expression." This skill can be the difference between a message that resonates and one that
gets lost in the noise of information overload. Moreover, the study of clauses offers a
fascinating glimpse into the cognitive processes that underpin human communication.
Researchers in psycholinguistics, such as Levelt (1989: 24), have shown that clause
structure reflects the way we mentally organize and process information. By understanding
clauses, we're not just learning grammar; we're gaining insight into the very architecture of
human thought. As we embark on this exploration of clauses, prepare to uncover the hidden
power within the sentences you craft every day. Whether you're a budding writer, a language
enthusiast, or simply someone looking to communicate more effectively, mastering the art of
clause construction will open up new realms of expression and understanding. Let's delve
into the world of main and subordinate clauses, and unlock the full potential of the English
language.

How do independent and dependent clauses contribute to the effectiveness and
clarity of English sentence structures, and what is their impact on enhancing communicative
competence?

METHOD

This study utilizes a qualitative research approach to delve into the foundational
significance of clauses within English sentence structures, emphasizing the distinctions
between independent and dependent clauses. Clauses are pivotal linguistic units that form
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the basic building blocks of sentences, enabling the expression of intricate concepts and
enhancing communicative efficacy. The qualitative approach allows for an in-depth
exploration of how these clause types function within sentence construction, capturing the
nuanced interplay between independent clauses, which can stand alone as complete
sentences, and dependent clauses, which rely on independent clauses for grammatical
completeness. Specifically, focusing on independent clauses that express complete thoughts
and stand alone as sentences, alongside dependent clauses that function within sentences
but do not convey complete ideas independently, the study aims to uncover their roles in
facilitating coherent and expressive communication in English. By examining examples from
various contexts, this research seeks to elucidate how different clause types contribute to the
overall structure and meaning of sentences, demonstrating their ability to construct diverse
sentence types, from simple statements to complex compound and complex sentences.
Understanding these roles is crucial for educators, linguists, and language learners alike,
contributing valuable insights into the grammatical foundations that underpin effective
communication in English. In conclusion, through a qualitative inquiry into clause types,
this study aims to enrich our understanding of sentence structure, highlighting the
indispensable role that clauses play in conveying meaning and fostering linguistic complexity.
Data Analysis

A clause is a group of words that have a subject and a predicate. It is a fundamental
unit of sentence structure in linguistics (Li-hon, 2003). It is the similarity with strunk and white
opinion that, clauses are fundamental units of grammar that form the backbone of sentences.
They are groups of words that contain a subject and a verb, expressing a complete thought
or part of a thought. As noted by (Strunk & White, 1979), clauses are the "skeleton" of
sentences, providing the structural framework for conveying meaning. Basic Components of
Clauses: (1) The Subject: The subject is the noun or pronoun in the clause that represents
the person, place, thing, or idea that the clause is about. It is the main focus or performer of
the action described by the verb. The subject typically precedes the verb in a clause
(Schwartz, 2011). Examples: "The students studied for the exam." (Subject: "The students").
"She wrote a beautiful poem." (Subject: "She"). (2) Predicate: The predicate is the part of the
clause that contains the verb and provides information about the subject. It expresses the
action, state, or condition of the subject. The predicate follows the subject in a clause and
consists of the verb and any additional words or phrases that modify or complement the verb
(Volkova & Korotun, 2023).

Examples:

"The students studied for the exam." (Predicate: "studied for the exam") "She wrote a
beautiful poem." (Predicate: "wrote a beautiful poem")

There are two primary types of clauses: independent and dependent. Independent
clauses can stand alone as complete sentences, while dependent clauses cannot and rely
on an independent clause for complete meaning. For instance, in the sentence "Because it
was raining, we stayed indoors," "Because it was raining" is a dependent clause, and "we
stayed indoors" is an independent clause. The relationship between independent and
dependent clauses is crucial to sentence structure. When two or more independent clauses
are joined by a coordinating conjunction, they form a compound sentence. Make a complex
sentences, on the other hand, contain one independent clause and at least one dependent
clause. The arrangement of these clauses significantly impacts the sentence's meaning and
emphasis (Quirk, et al, 1985). Beyond their basic structure, clauses also serve specific
functions within sentences. Adverbial clauses modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs,
providing information about time, place, manner, or cause. Adjective clauses modify nouns or
pronouns, offering descriptive details. Noun clauses function as subjects, objects, or
complements, fulfilling noun-like roles within the sentence. Understanding clauses is
essential for effective communication. By mastering the nuances of clause structure and
function, writers and speakers can construct clear, precise, and engaging sentences.

Independent Clauses is the pillars of sentence structure. Independent clauses, the
workhorses of grammar, stand tall as complete sentences on their own. They possess the
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essential ingredients for conveying a coherent thought: a subject and a verb. As (Fowler,
1983) puts it, these clauses are the "pillars of sentence structure,” carrying the weight of
meaning and forming the bedrock of effective communication. Unlike their dependent
counterparts, which require additional support to form complete sentences, independent
clauses are self-sufficient. They express a full thought without relying on connecting words
or subordinating information. Consider the sentence "The wind howled through the trees."
This independent clause, with "the wind" as the subject and "howled" as the verb, conveys a
complete picture — the action of the wind. The strength of independent clauses lies in their
versatility. They can function as single, impactful statements or join forces with other
independent clauses to create complex structures. When combined using coordinating
conjunctions like "and," "but," or "or," they form compound sentences. For example, "The sun
shone brightly, and a gentle breeze blew" utilizes two independent clauses to create a more
complete picture of the scene.

Independent clauses also play a crucial role in complex sentences. They act as the
main clause, carrying the central idea, while dependent clauses (often introduced by
subordinating conjunctions like "because" or "although™) provide additional details or modify
the main clause. (Radford, 2009) highlights this when discussing the importance of
identifying independent clauses to understand the core message of a sentence. Mastering
independent clauses is a fundamental step in mastering sentence construction. Recognizing
their composition and flexibility allows writers and speakers to craft clear, concise, and
impactful communication.

A dependent clause, has a subject and a predicate but cannot stand alone and relies
on an independent clause to make sense and typically begins with a subordinating
conjunction (Schwartz, 2011). Dependent clauses, often referred to as subordinate clauses,
are incomplete sentence fragments that require the support of an independent clause to form
a complete thought. Unlike their self- sufficient counterparts, dependent clauses rely on their
connection to an independent clause to convey their full meaning. As (Huddleston & Pullum,
2002) explain, these clauses are "dependent" on the main clause for their grammatical and
semantic completeness. Characterized by the presence of a subject and a verb, dependent
clauses are typically introduced by subordinating conjunctions (such as "because,"
"although," "when") or relative pronouns (such as "who," "which," "that"). These markers
signal the clause's subordinate status and its reliance on the independent clause. For
example, in the sentence "Because it was raining, we stayed indoors," "Because it was
raining" is a dependent clause, dependent on the independent clause "we stayed indoors" for
complete meaning. Subordinate clauses are caused by the need to provide additional
information that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. These clauses are dependent
on the main clause to give complete meaning. The presence of a subordinating conjunction
or a non-finite verb form often marks them (Oxford Learner's Dictionary, 2024).

Subordinating Conjunctions introduce subordinate clauses, signaling that the clause
cannot stand alone. Examples include "because," "if," "while," "although," etc. Example:
"James left the room because he was angry." ldentification: The clause "because he was
angry" is a subordinate clause introduced by the subordinating conjunction "because"
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2024). Subordinate clauses can also be identified by non-finite verb
forms (infinitives, gerunds, or participles). Example: "Hoping to find a solution, she continued
her research.” Identification: The clause "Hoping to find a solution" is a subordinate clause in
the non-finite verb form "Hoping" (Macmillan Dictionary, 2024). Subordinate clauses are
important for adding depth, detail, and complexity to sentences. They help express
relationships between ideas, such as cause and effect, time, condition, contrast, and more.
Without subordinate clauses, sentences would be simple and lack the ability to convey
intricate information and nuances (Oxford Learner's Dictionary, 2024). The role of dependent
clauses is to provide additional information, context, or explanation to the main idea
expressed by the independent clause. They can function as adverbs, adjectives, or nouns,
modifying or complementing the independent clause's content. By understanding the nature
and function of dependent clauses, writers can create complex and nuanced sentences that
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effectively convey their intended message.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The study and analysis of clauses, especially the distinction between main and
subordinate clauses, reveal their critical role in effective communication. Mastery of these
grammatical structures enhances clarity, precision, and engagement in both written and
spoken language, contributing to overall communicative competence:
= Clarity in Communication:

Understanding and correctly using main and subordinate clauses significantly
improves the clarity of both written and spoken communication. Main clauses provide the
core message, while subordinate clauses add context and detail, leading to more
complete and coherent sentences.

= Enhanced Writing Quality:

Writers who effectively employ both types of clauses can create more engaging
and varied texts. The ability to craft complex sentences with subordinate clauses
enhances the richness of writing and allows for the expression of more detailed and
sophisticated ideas.

= Improved Comprehension Skills:

Readers and listeners who understand the function of clauses can better interpret
complex sentences, identifying the main ideas and understanding the relationships
between different parts of the sentence. This leads to improved comprehension and
retention of information.

= Versatility in Sentence Construction:

Mastery of main and subordinate clauses provides greater versatility in
constructing sentences, allowing for a range of simple to complex sentence structures.
This versatility is essential for adapting communication to different contexts and
audiences.

Discussion
The Key Differences Between of Main and Subordinate Clauses (Independent and
dependent clause).
Acoording to Kendall and Lieber (1975), in their article, "The Differences between

Main and Subordinate Clauses," published in the International Journal of American
Linguistics, Kendall and Lieber explore the syntactic and functional distinctions between main
(independent) and subordinate (dependent) clauses. Drawing from papers presented at the
Comparative Syntax Festival, their analysis highlights several key differences:
1. Independence

Main Clauses:

Can stand alone as a complete sentence. Example: "I am going to the store.”

(This sentence makes sense on its own and expresses a complete thought.)

Subordinate Clauses:

Cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. Example: "When | wake up"

(This clause does not make sense on its own and relies on a main clause to

provide context.)
2. Function

Main Clauses:

Provide the main idea or event in a sentence.

Example: "l am going to the store because | need milk."

(The main clause "I am going to the store" provides the main idea, while the subordinate

clause "because | need milk" provides additional context.)

Subordinate Clauses:

Provide additional information or context.

Example: "l am going to the store when | finish my homework."

(The subordinate clause "when | finish my homework" provides additional context about
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when the main action "I am going to the store" will take place.)
3. Structure
Main Clauses:
Typically follow the subject-verb-object (SVO) word order. Example: "I am going to the
store."
(The subjectis "I," the verb is "am going," and the object is "the store.")
Subordinate Clauses:
Often begin with subordinating conjunctions and relative pronouns. Example: "When |
wake up"
(The subordinate clause begins with the subordinating conjunction "when" and the
relative pronoun "1.")
4. Punctuation
Main Clauses:
Usually do not require commas. Example: "l am going to the store."
(No commas are needed in this sentence.)
Subordinate Clauses:
May be set apart with commas if they are nonessential to the sentence's meaning.
Example: "I am going to the store, which is just a block away."
(The subordinate clause "which is just a block away" is set apart with a comma to
indicate it is nonessential to the main idea.)

The Impact of Understanding Clauses (Independent and Dependent Clauses) on
Effective Communication

Clauses play a vital role in constructing meaningful and varied sentence structures in
the English language. It is important to know the impact of understanding clauses

(Independent and dependent clauses) on Effective Communication, their importance in

sentence structure can be understood through the following points:

1. Conveying Complex ldeas: By combining independent and dependent clauses, we can
express complex thoughts, ideas, and relationships within a single sentence. This allows
for more precise and nuanced communication, enabling us to convey elaborate concepts
concisely. Example: "Although she was initially hesitant, she decided to take the risk
because she believed it would lead to greater opportunities." Explanation: This sentence
combines an independent and dependent clause to express a complex idea, which is the
reason behind the decision to take the risk despite initial hesitation (Banks, 1995).

2. Adding Detail and Context: Dependent clauses provide additional information, details,
or context to the main idea expressed in the independent clause. This enhances the
richness and depth of the sentence, making it more informative and complete. Example:
"The house on the hill, which had a beautiful garden, was sold last week." Explanation:
The dependent clause "which had a beautiful garden" provides additional detail and
context about the house that was sold (Volkova & Korotun, 2023).

3. Establishing Logical Connections: Subordinating conjunctions (e.g., because,
although, since, when) used in dependent clauses help establish logical connections
between ideas, such as cause-effect relationships, contrasts, conditions, or temporal
relationships. This logical structuring aids in conveying clear and well-reasoned
arguments or explanations. Example: "Since the weather was sunny, we decided to have
a picnic in the park." Explanation: The dependent clause "Since the weather was sunny"
uses the subordinating conjunction "since" to show a cause-and-effect relationship
between the sunny weather and the decision to have a picnic (Musan, 2002).

4. Varying Sentence Structure: The use of clauses allows for a variety of sentence
structures, preventing monotony and making writing more engaging and interesting to
read. Without clauses, sentences would be limited to simple structures, lacking
complexity and depth. Example: "She loves reading books, especially those that
challenge her mind and broaden her perspectives." Explanation: The use of the
dependent clause "that challenge her mind and broaden her perspectives" provides
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variety in sentence structure, making it more interesting than a simple sentence
(Schwartz, 2011).

Emphasizing and Prioritizing Information: By strategically placing independent and
dependent clauses, writers can emphasize or prioritize certain information within a
sentence. This helps guide the reader's attention and understanding of the intended
message. Example: "Although he was tired, he stayed up late to finish the report that was
due the next day." Explanation: Placing the dependent clause at the end of the sentence
emphasizes the important information about the reason he stayed up late, which was to
finish the report due the following day (Muchnova, 2023).

Avoiding Excessive Coordination: Clauses provide an alternative to excessive
coordination (using too many coordinating conjunctions like "and," "but," "or") when
combining related ideas. This results in more coherent and well-structured sentences.
Example: "Instead of simply listing the ingredients, the recipe provided detailed
instructions that guided the chef through each step." Explanation: Using a dependent
clause avoids excessive coordination with conjunctions like "and" or "or" when combining
related ideas (Li-hon, 2003).

Developing Writing Skills: Understanding and effectively using clauses is an important
aspect of developing strong writing skills. It allows writers to construct more sophisticated
and polished sentences, enhancing their overall communication abilities. Example: "By
mastering the use of clauses, the student's writing became more sophisticated, allowing
her to convey complex ideas with clarity and precision." This sentence illustrates how
mastering the use of clauses helps develop better writing skills.

Types Of Clauses according to its function

1.

Declarative Clauses: These are statements that makea declaration about something.
They typically follow the subject-verb-object (SVO) word order and can be affirmative or
negative. Example: "The sun rises in the east." (Affirmative) "The classroom was not
empty." (Negative) (Nelson).

Interrogative Clauses: These are questions that seek information. They usually begin
with a question word (e.g., "what," "when," "where") and can be affirmative or negative.
Example: "Where did you go last night?" (Affirmative) "Aren't you coming with us?"
(Negative) (Banks, 1995).

Imperative Clauses: These are commands, instructions, or orders. They typically lack a
subject and use the base form of the verb. Imperatives can be affirmative or negative and
are often used to give instructions or make requests. Example: "Open the door, please."
(Affirmative) "Don't make a sound." (Negative) (Muchnova, 2023).

Exclamative Clauses: These are used to express strong emotions or surprise. They
often use words like "what" or "how" and are typically followed by an exclamation mark.
Example: "How beautiful the sunset is!" "What a wonderful surprise!" (Schwartz, 2011).

Types of Subordinate Clauses According to Its Function

1.

Adverbial Clauses: These subordinate clauses function as adverbs, providing
information about the verb, adjective, or other adverbs in the main clause. They answer
guestions such as "when," "where,” "why," "how," and "to what extent." Examples: "She
called me when she arrived." (Answers "when") "He ran because he was late." (Answers
"why") (Macmillan Dictionary, 2024).

Relative Clauses: These subordinate clauses function as adjectives, providing more
information about a noun or pronoun in the main clause. They are introduced by relative
pronouns such as "who," "whom," "whose," "which," and "that." Examples: "The book that
she lent me is fascinating." (Provides more information about "the book") "The person
who called you is my friend." (Provides more information about "the person”) (Cambridge
Dictionary, 2024).

Noun Clauses: These subordinate clauses function as nouns within the main clause.
They can serve as subjects, objects, or complements. Examples: "What he said surprised

non non
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everyone." (Serves as the subject) "I don't know where she went." (Serves as the object)
(Oxford Learner's Dictionary, 2024).

4. Conditional Clauses: These subordinate clauses express a condition that must be met
for the main clause to be true. They often begin with "if," "unless," or "provided that."
Examples: "If it rains, we will stay indoors." "Unless you study, you won't pass the exam."
(Macmillan Dictionary, 2024).

Comparative Analysis of Main and Subordinate Clauses
= Structure:
Main Clause: Contains a subject and a verb, can stand alone as a sentence. Subordinate
Clause: Contains a subject and a verb but cannot stand alone, relies on a main
clause.
=  Function:
Main Clause: Expresses a complete thought, forms the core of a sentence.
Subordinate Clause: Adds additional information, details, or context to the main clause.
= Example Sentences:
Main Clause: "She enjoys reading."
Subordinate Clause: "because it helps her relax."

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study illuminates the fundamental importance of independent and
dependent clauses in English sentence structures, highlighting their pivotal role in effective
communication. Independent clauses, capable of standing alone as complete sentences,
convey clear and coherent thoughts, while dependent clauses, reliant on independent
clauses, enrich sentences with additional context and detail. The adept use of subordinating
conjunctions introduces dependent clauses, allowing for the creation of complex sentences
that express intricate ideas and logical relationships. Mastering both types of clauses, along
with the strategic use of subordinating conjunctions, is essential for crafting varied, engaging,
and sophisticated communication, significantly enhancing language proficiency and overall
communicative competence. This research underscores that understanding clause functions
not only improves sentence construction abilities, but also provides deeper insights into the
cognitive processes behind language use, ultimately fostering better writing skills and more
effective communication.
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